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Amidst the breakdown of central authority, why did 
some localities collectively provide public goods, 
while others did not? 

Hiyaniyah, Basra, 2003. Photos: David Patel
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Friday sermons and common knowledge
“I know that you know that I know that you know…”



Basra, Iraq
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Al-Asmai neighborhood



Using GIS to test observable 
implications of my theory



Local councils & mosques in Basra



SIGACTs via Wikileaks



Some SIGACTs



SIGACTs in Basra



How would we know if 
mosques affected SIGACTs?

Thiessen polygons Buffer (.5km)



Flying blind: USG data are bad.


