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Tompkins County 2-foot contours
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GOAL: Distribute via CUGIR



Tompkins County 2-foot contours



43,000
miles



1.5GB
File Geodatabase



Strategy: Split into town-based files



ArcGIS: clip to Town of Dryden

over 2 hours later...
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* Can only be read by ArcGIS

* Converted to a shapefile
    * 2GB
    * invalid file 
      (probably due to shapefile size limits)

ArcGIS File Geodatabase



ArcGIS + Manifold

Eventually was able to generate
   a 880 MB shapefile

      (Details omitted)













ArcGIS: 681 seconds





Manifold clip: 489 seconds



Comparison

ArcGIS       681 seconds
Manifold     489 seconds



Manifold import: 170 seconds



Manifold export: 39 seconds



Manifold

Import     170
Clip         489
Export       39
-----------------
TOTAL    698
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QGIS: 82 seconds



Comparison

ArcGIS       681 seconds
Manifold     698 seconds
QGIS           82 seconds



Conclusion

* Every GIS software has its strengths.

* Every GIS software has its frustrations.

* There might be better tools out there
      that we've never even heard of.


