
Using GIS to Map Some of the Most Crucial Events of 
1961



Olin Library

• 1961 – Olin library built; first library in the 
country to be purpose-built as a research 
facility

• Various events to celebrate the anniversary, 
including an exhibition on display in Olin 
and Uris, and online at 
http://olinuris.library.cornell.edu/exhibitio
ns/olinat50

• traces Olin’s history through photographs, 
drawings and artifacts

• examines how Olin has kept pace with 
evolving research needs

• Map exhibit – different approach

• place a concrete local event in a global geo-
political context

• Demonstrate the opportunities the various 
mapping presents to visualize our 
experiences

http://olinuris.library.cornell.edu/exhibitions/olinat50


Kennedy 
Inauguration

• Arguably the most important event of 
the year

• Took place at the front steps of the U.S. 
Capitol building

• Poster:

• red star in the Google Earth image 
indicates place of inauguration

• Photos show different stages of the 
ceremony; note Kennedy does not 
wear a coat or hat

• Inaugural address -- fourth-shortest in 
U.S. history and one of the most 
important: addresses the most crucial 
issues of the time, which became parts 
of the exhibit



“Let Us Invoke the Wonders of 
Science Instead of Its Terrors”

“The terrors of science” however 
caused disasters all over the globe 
as seen from the poster:

• the deadliest nuclear reactor 
incident in U.S. history – the 
SL-1 explosion on Jan. 3 that 
killed 3 operators

• the “Tsar Bomba” hydrogen 
bomb – the most powerful 
nuclear weapon ever detonated

• the K-19 Soviet nuclear 
submarine accident that 
caused the death of almost 30 
crew members within a year 
due to radiation exposure

• The Goldsboro, NC incident 
where a B-52 dropped a nuclear 
bomb that has not been 
retrieved yet 



“Together Let Us Explore the 
Stars, Eradicate Disease, 
Encourage Commerce”
Instead, confrontation continues:

• Bays of Pigs invasion

• Alliance for Progress, a U.S. 
assistance program for Latin 
America created

• Berlin Wall erected

• greatest symbol of division 
among people

• built in a span of 24 hours

• by 1975 – 45,000 separate 
sections of reinforced 
concrete, each 3.6m high 
and 1.5m wide

• image to the right – a .kmz
file of the wall overlaid on 
a Google Earth image


